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I attended the “Transformations 2019” conference from 1618 October 2019, hosted by the University of Chile at the
Andrés Bello Campus in Santiago, where I presented a poster
overview of my PhD work. I chose to attend this conference
as I wanted to expose myself to an audience that may be
unfamiliar with my research methods and study sites, and to
engage with scholars with whose work I was likely to be
unfamiliar with. I expected that this would not only allow
me to strengthen my interdisciplinary skills but also extend
my
professional
network, specifically
with scholars from
South
America
where there are
many opportunities
for
collaboration,
specifically comparative work as the
developmental
context is similar to
that of South Africa.

This was an interesting conference, particularly as the
conference organisers made a concerted effort to include
contributors beyond academia, and specifically with the
integration of art into the conference programme. This was
most prominent by the inclusion of Chilean musical and Quote by Einstein

dance items in the plenary sessions. Several nonacademic sessions also formed part of the programme.
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Interestingly, children from three schools were, prior
to the conference, asked to draw pictures of what they
imagined the future of the world looked like, and these
were on display throughout the conference. The last
session was an innovative art session hosted by the
Museum of Contemporary Art, convened by scientists
from different disciplines including a visual artist and a
musician,
which
included
reflections
on
Transformations and what it means to them.

My poster session took place on the first day of the conference, with the poster on display for the
first two days of the conference. The poster session, although not well attended, did offer the
opportunity for some interesting discussions, particularly with a colleague from the USA whose work
places the focus on psychological aspects related to climate change and transformations.
An important (and exciting) theme emerging
from the sessions I attended, was that of the
importance of storytelling and narratives in
learning.
Many participants shared novel
methodologies and case studies used to capture
narratives and stories. I found the reflections on
these
methods
particularly
interesting because
it gave me some
Demonstration of storytelling and narratives in learning
great ideas for some future research that our research group will be
embarking on, and exposed me to a body of knowledge of which I was
not aware off. Another interesting aspect that appeared throughout
the conference was that of power and the role power imbalances play
in the ability of any system to transform (as we are also finding in
SCIFR). It was heartening to hear that the issues we struggle with in
South Africa are not unique, and also that researchers from all over
the world grapple with similar issues. The conference also served to
Political protest in Chile
confirm that my research is on track with current trends in my field.

